
 



 

  



Brazil: Let the underwear of domination burn 

 

 

March 2012 - A picture is worth a thousand words. Nonetheless, after seeing this disgusting sexist 

frivolity, designed by advertising agents for the lingerie and underwear brand ‘Duloren’, we chose 

not to remain quiet. The company is based in Brazil and has representatives in the US and Japan, 

but also sells its products through Telemarketing. Obviously, the two quotes of its latest marketing 

slogan were not randomly selected. ‘Pacificar foi fácil / Pacifying was easy’: this can be perceived as 

an outrageous reference to the ethnic and social cleansing across Brazil, also with the aim of display-

ing a ‘civilised’ and westernized image of its population ahead of the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 

2016 Summer Olympics. 
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The current policy of the Brazilian State is enforcing social peace through a permanent police state, 

criminalising poverty at the same time, what inevitably leads us to consider the daily reality of peo-

ple in favelas (or ‘shanty-towns’), where the vast majority of the population is black. The new police 

pacification units (PPU) are occupying those neighbourhoods using bullets and physical abuse. That’s 

the State’s solution for ‘putting an end’ to drug-related and violent crime (which, of course, has 

barely been affected by the ever growing repression). The authorities and parastatal thugs are re-

moving residents from large favelas, and they do so with the utmost violence. They are evicting the 

poor from their homes, as well as persecuting and banning their ways of making a living, such as 

street vendorship and scavenging. All this is being imposed for the benefit of the Capital, meaning 

specific speculators, contractors, bankers, industrialists, etc., because many of these residential are-

as are key locations for the construction of hotels and the establishment of tourist resorts and all 

kinds of development and gentrification projects. 

Even though the aforementioned company — just like most firms in the same sector — launches 

most of its advertising campaigns using white female models, now its bosses took the ‘risk’ to pre-

sent a black woman who poses as the stereotypic seductive mulata, using her hot body to seduce a 

uniformed killer. ‘Quero ver dominar / I want to see dominating’. Dominating, controlling and mas-

tering whom and what precisely? Is it the people in favelas, or in particular the women, in this case 

from Brazil, by suppressing and dressing them with girdles and bras sold at the highest possible 

prices? 

Moreover, through advertising, the aesthetics of ‘ideal’ body proportions are projected to make 

consumers feel guilt, anxiety or shame, especially those who have been lured into fitting in these 

canons of ‘beauty’, so that they buy any ‘magic potion’ they can(not) afford: jewelry, make-up, fancy 

underwear… stupid tools of the system to keep people busy with frivolities which have nothing to 

do with the struggle for social liberation. In this case, a black woman is holding a uniform fetish, the 

hat of a resting white cop. Would ‘Duloren’ like potential buyers to think that the woman is willing 

to give the police hat back as soon as the thug wakes up, so that he can catch up with his murder-

ous occupational activity? The advert is not only projecting binary pairs of Power (man/woman, 

white/black, good/evil) but also advocates state violence against an oppressed population. 

Against patriarchy, chauvinism and machoism! 

Against the racist and sexist advertising of Capital! 

Against all States!

 



Brazil: Direct actions against the onslaught of Coca-Cola and the 

2014 FIFA World Cup 

Nov 16 2012 - The true spirit of tatu-bola — a comrades’ account from the streets 

On the 4th of October, Porto Alegre was the first city in Brazil where the huge inflatable ‘Tatu-Bola’, 

mascot for the 2014 FIFA World Cup, was pierced by angry protesters that were gathered to manifest 

their desire for free public spaces. 

Previous to the event, Coca-Cola had bought rights to the Glênio Peres square and erected the ‘Tatu-

Bola’ in the centre of this square. This didn’t go together with the locals and they made a protest in 

front of the town hall, where around 1,000 people gathered to support public spaces, which should be 

free for all and not rented to big corporations. As the night progressed, out of these 1,000 protesters 

around 300 headed to the Glênio Peres square, which is right next to the town hall, to take down the 

‘Tatu-Bola’. 

The police oppression during the event was brutal. Many people got injured, and according to infor-

mation from the injured protesters, the police had ordered the ambulances to wait until getting the 

wounded from the scene. Taxis drivers were also hesitant on helping the injured claiming, that if the 

police catch them helping ‘criminals’ they would get in trouble. 

Between the night of the 8th and 9th of October another ‘Tatu-Bola’ was taken down in Brasilia, the 

capital of the country. The action was carried out quietly, and in the morning the inflatable mascot was 

noted pierced and on the ground. 

In São Paulo on the 13th of October the local ‘Tatu-Bola’ was also pierced and deflated to the ground 

after a demonstration. 

All over Brazil, activists are worried about how the authorities are treating the local population before 

the 2014 FIFA World Cup. Poor people are evicted from their homes in favelas, so that stadiums and 

luxury hotels get built or any other kind of gentrification plan is implemented. The cost for public trans-

portation increases every year and locals cannot afford to pay the costs anymore. Public squares are 

privatised and local street art performers are not allowed to take action in these places anymore; and 

the list goes on… 

Fire to the symbols of domination! 

Fuck the Cups and the Olympics! 

  

http://gr.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2012/11/tatu-bola.jpg


Rio, Brazil: Street party against police curfew  

On Wednesday, December 5th, 2012 the residents of the Borel favela (Morro do Borel, occupied since 

1921 in Rio de Janeiro) went out in the streets in a collective effort to break the curfew that the cops of the 

local UPP (‘Police Pacification Unit’) have imposed in the area since November 28th. This particular repres-

sive unit, which was first established in November 2008, has as official target the recovery of state control 

over communities that used to be under the control of druglords. It’s obvious that this supposed war on 

drugs is nothing but a pretext, while the aim is the permanent presence of heavily armed uniformed gangs 

that plunder the favelas and push forward the urban gentrification and sanitation of the occupied zones, all 

these for the benefit of the big construction companies, also in view of the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 

2016 Summer Olympics in Brazil. 

In the long list of everyday state violence and assassinations against people of rundown areas, the cold 

blooded murder of 18-years-old Mário Lucas Souza Vianna Pereira was recently added. He was shot dead in 

his home by cops who barged in at dawn of November 26th. They were identified as members of the 4th 

military police company operating at the Fazendinha neighbourhood, who invaded the Complexo do 

Alemão —a group of favelas in northern Rio de Janeiro where the UPPs are prevailing as well. 

Under these highly militarized circumstances, where the total curfew after 21.00pm means that no one is 

allowed to go out of their doorsteps, where street parties with funk music have been prohibited since June 

2010—the same time when the local UPP was established in the Borel favela—the residents decided to re-

sist and openly defy the state of emergency. Under the slogan ‘Occupy Borel’ (inspired by the Occupy 

movement worldwide), people gathered at first on São Miguel street and then marched and danced through 

the favela. Their final destination was the Terreirão, a location where traditionally the community meets and 

celebrates its festivals. 

The cops were clearly pissed off by this reappropriation of public space that the favela people and 

solidarians from other parts of the city had organized, but they avoided any violent confrontation. The tradi-

tion of mobilization prominent in the Morro do Borel community goes back to 2003, when after the execu-

tion of four youths by the uniformed assassins of the Brazilian military police a series of actions were held, 

the culmination being a big demo through the main streets of Rio’s northern zone Tijuca.                                       

.           

http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2003/05/254381.shtml




A few aspects of the ongoing struggle on the streets of Brazil 

28 June - Finally the Brazilian metropolises are living the moments that they haven’t seen since long ago. 

Since the beginning of June 2013, hundreds of thousands of protesters have taken to the streets of dozens 

of cities in the context of a struggle against a fare hike for public transit, as well as the devastating conse-

quences of the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympic Games. 

The protests did not just emerge spontaneously, but are the fruit of a struggle that is nearly ten years old, 

from the massive demonstrations by the student movement against the fare hike in the bus system in the 

city of Salvador (in Bahia) in August and September of 2003 (also known as the Buzu Revolt) and the June 

2004 protests, with the same goals, in the city of Florianópolis (known as the Tourniquet Revolt). 

These 21st century revolts also have historical antecedents, assembled in the end of the 19th century with 

the popular revolt in Rio de Janeiro between 1879 and 1880 (the Vintém Revolt), when mules still powered 

the streetcars, or the Boats Revolt that took place on May 22nd, 1959, when the populace burned down 

buildings attached to the locks that allowed boats passage in the city of Niterói in Rio de Janeiro state, or the 

student strike of Fall 1979 in the city of São Luís (Maranhão state), which won a 50% reduction in tuition for 

the students. 

This year’s protests confronted police repression from the beginning and, little by little, month by month, 

they multiplied and intensified, up to the explosion of the last few weeks. 

Already in May, in Goiânia, the capital of Goiás state, four marches took place against the fare hike, with the 

march on the 28th of May being the most intense, both because of the level of repression brought by the 

cops, as well as the response by the protesters, who destroyed and burned busses. 

In São Paulo the first march in June took place on the 6th, when thousands of protesters blocked traffic on 

various major thoroughfares with burning barricades, and confronted the cops, who used tear gas and rub-

ber bullets to disperse the crowds. The marches on the 7th, 11th and 13th were also marked by police re-

pression, mass arrests, and hundreds of wounded protesters, as well as active resistance by those who di-

rectly confronted the dogs of Power. Never the less, the demonstrations on June 17th in São Paulo as well 

as Rio de Janeiro and other cities, like Brasilia, Porto Alegre, Belo Horizonte, etc. were vast and combative. 

In Rio de Janeiro, on the 17th, rebels attacked the Legislative Assembly, throwing rocks, Molotov cocktails 

and various objects, forcing the forces of order to retreat into the building, and then setting fire to the 

doors. At a certain point during the confrontations in Rio de Janeiro, the pigs actually used live ammunition 

against the protesters. 

In Belo Horizonte, in particular, the II Seminar of the COPAC (Committee of People Affected by the World 

Cup) was held between the 13th and 17th of June 2013, and more than 60,000 took to the streets in two 

major demonstrations (the 15th and 17th of June), a street mobilization that had not been achieved for 

more than two decades. Actions lasted more than six hours, blocking all lanes of the city’s busiest avenues, 

while people took to the streets decisively and confronted the violent police repression. Giant public spaces 

were occupied by crowds, who do not discuss anything these days beyond the current state of things in the 

city and the whole country. 

People on the streets have their conscience, their solidarity and dreams, and at most few stones and Molo-

tov cocktails. Windows of bank branches and cars smashed, protest graffiti painted, stone-throwing and 

flaming barricades cannot even be compared to the financial, political and physical violence that most people 

are suffering daily —and even more so in the context of the Cup. However, the mainstream media insist on 

giving a positive connotation to ‘pacifist demonstrations’ and continue in their traditional line of defaming the 

so-called ‘violent ones.’ 

http://farefreebrazil.blogspot.com/
http://en.contrainfo.espiv.net/2012/06/24/rio-de-janeiro-brazil-genocide-and-spectacle-pdf-download-free
http://en.contrainfo.espiv.net/2012/02/28/brazil-brief-notes-on-an-ongoing-social-war
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4vK_w4_OEQ
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http://es.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2013/06/Revolta-do-Vintem.jpg
http://es.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2013/06/Revolta-do-Vintem.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVomyVWlIIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mwifzpTtzI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhyJNOlb7TY


A reproduction of this discourse about counter-violence and peaceful protest can clearly be perceived 

among protesters, too. When some comrades dare to attack symbols of FIFA or big enterprises that fund 

the Cup, several other demonstrators immediately reject their actions and repress them. Meanwhile, the 

State has a well-equipped army and the police (an investigative and a military one). The military police 

commands dozens of battalions (Choque squadrons, tactical/special units, cavalry, dogs, etc.), with their ve-

hicles, helicopters, tanks, bombs (moral effect, tear gas, and pepper spray grenades) and various weapons 

(lethal, rubber bullet, stun guns, etc.). 

 

The proportions that protests took in the whole of Brazil were not really anticipated, and became extreme-

ly worrying for our enemies. More than 500,000 hit the streets across the country—100,000 in São Paulo 

alone, which is internationally regarded as the country’s economic centre. But in fact fear can never be 

caused by any mobilization heading peacefully—criminalizing those who are labeled as violent—with people 

shouting “down with corruption”, “the giant woke up”, “Renan (Calheiros, president of the Senate) out”, 

and “Dilma (Rousseff, president of Brazil) out” while they carry national flags of Brazil. The enemy’s great 

fear is the situation of combativeness itself, which began in São Paulo and then erupted in the capitals of 

other Brazilian states. The ticket price reduction claim, the rejection of FIFA for all the social and economic 

disasters it has inflicted, as well as the repudiation of police violence, accompanied by combative demonstra-

tions with confrontational character, are certainly more dangerous than those slogans about corruption and 

current governors, or any pacifist and patriotic chants, because they directly attack one of the roots of social 

problems and dismantle the discipline and control, imposed on the rebels by the State and our every other 

enemy in order to maintain Capital, exploitation and oppression. 

The Military Police of the Minas Gerais state (PMMG) has made infuriating efforts to win protesters over. 

For example, they appointed one of their colonels (Cláudia Romualdo) to play friends with demonstrators; 

she also commanded an anti-riot squadron to walk blind people across a street amid a large demonstration, 

while she was gladly photographed with demonstrators who had the Brazilian flag wrapped around their 

body. This is a pacification strategy of the local military police, which already showed its true face attacking 

fiercely at 50,000 people of all ages that tried to march towards the Mineirão stadium. Moreover, the mili-

tary police made sure to collaborate closely with the media at times, when e.g. groups attacked the city hall 

and looted shops without any reprisals from the cops, who watched from a distance while media cameras 

recorded their partial content with clear intent to criminalize the movement. 

A strategic infiltration of organized right-wingers is also very noticeable in demonstrations. Undistinguished 

members of historically right parties (PSDB, DEM, etc.) or right-wingers not affiliated to parties are promot-

ing their hideous slogans, and encourage practices (like handing persons who painted graffiti over to the po-

lice, lynching radicalized protesters, and so forth) that should be denounced by every rebel. Last but not 

least, the use and reproduction of national symbols should be repudiated. A national anthem and a national 

flag are symbols that represent over 500 years of people’s drama and exploitation perpetrated by the elites. 

The motto on the national flag, “Order and Progress”, makes it clear what this symbol stands for. The same 

national and patriot sentiment was used to deceive the populace during numerous contexts of social con-

flict, from the Vargas dictatorships (1930–45, and 1951–4) and the military junta (1964–85) to the present 

day. 

http://gr.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2013/06/matabofia.jpg
http://en.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2013/07/rio-brasil.jpg
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In Porto Alegre, on the 20th of June, cops raided the space of the Gaúcha anarchist federation (FAG). 

Media reported that an anarchist bloc in São Paulo openly defied patriots on the 20th of June. Anarchists 

were chanting slogans like “A patriot is an idiot!” and “The national flag is a tribute to slavery.” On the same 

day, various reports from different cities in Brazil described almost a state of counter-revolt by patri-

ots/nationalists. Another reportback confirming nationalist attacks here; reportback from demos in Fortale-

za, also witnessing incidents with patriots that repressed protesters who made graffiti, here. 

 

São Paulo: Banner reads: “We are Greeks, Turks, Mexicans; we have no fatherland; we are revolutionaries.” 

Great confrontation on the 22nd of June under the full moon in Belo Horizonte. The anti-Cup mobilizations 

are becoming increasingly radical, though many fluffy guys still criticize and try to isolate individuals who un-

dertake the most daring direct actions. Under the populace’s anti-capitalist fury, car dealerships and bank 

branches were destroyed on the Antonio Carlos Avenue (which is the path leading to the Mineirão stadium, 

where a football match of the FIFA Confederations Cup, or more accurately Deceptions Cup, was due to 

take place). Beneath the Jose Alencar overpass, protesters clashed with the FIFA Guard (a mixture of the 

Minas Gerais military police, the National Guard, and organs of the World Cup Laws) under the slogan 

“kindness generates kindness.” Stun grenades (moral effect bombs) and tear gas were in abundance. Two 

police helicopters further worsened the chemicals’ effect, making close flybys and spreading tear gases on to 

the protesters. Rubber bullet shots were heard all the time, resulting in injured people. Amid the turmoil, 

demonstrators found one capsule of lethal ammunition. People defended themselves with makeshift shields 

and barricades, and responded with stones at police attacks chanting slogans like “The people united will 

never be defeated.” At one point, the police cavalry had to retreat before the counter-attack of protesters, 

which was greeted by everyone’s shouts. A 17-year-old apparently fell from the overpass and was hospital-

ized, but it’s not yet known whether the teenager is at risk of death or not. 

Much is expected ahead of the General Strike, on the 1st of July. The streets are calling. 

  

- Friends of Insurrection 

http://batalhadavarzea.blogspot.com/2013/06/policia-federal-invade-sede-da.html
http://passapalavra.info/2013/06/79726
http://passapalavra.info/2013/06/79726
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http://pt.indymedia.org/conteudo/newswire/25325
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWSF7dCG-IQ
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2013/06/520483.shtml
http://en.contrainfo.espiv.net/files/2013/07/sp-rede.jpg


  

  

  

So, the fuse is lit in Brazil, too; “the love is over, and Brazil will go the way of Turkey,” as some pro-

testers said. Beyond any analysis or words, what’s important is to keep the flame alive and spread 

the insurrection that is coming more and more intensely against any and all icons of Power. We call 

our anarchist comrades who are living the happenings of the Brazilian revolt firsthand to contribute 

news from the streets, reiterating the suggestion for an international campaign of agitation and di-

rect action against the World Cup and the Olympics.  

Let’s not leave our comrades alone in their struggle on the streets of Brazil.  

Incendiary international solidarity! 
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June 2013 Uprising in Brazil 

It isn’t easy to write about the demonstrations in Brazil that began in June 2013. Any attempt at 

analysis evaporated as the context changed dramatically from one day to the next. What began as a 

struggle for the reduction of the public transit fare hike became an outcry against police brutality. 

Then, after huge numbers of people joined the protests in the streets, the message dissolved into a 

fog of abstractions. When the corporate media realised how serious the threat of violence and 

property damage was, given the size and intensity of the demonstrations, they did an about-face, 

supporting the protesters and criticising the violence of the police. Political figures, artists, and intel-

lectual partisans of the status quo changed their tune, arguing that the demonstrations were legiti-

mate, a fundamental "democratic right,” and represented the will of “all.” Finally, after a historic vic-

tory, the fare increase was repealed in São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte, and over a dozen 

other major cities. 

Let’s stop a moment to reflect on where we are, where we are going, and what the risks are. 

In São Paulo, the first demonstration was on June 2, and the fare increase was revoked on June 19, 

after six demonstrations. There were days of massive clashes and police repression like no one had 

seen in Brazil for a long time. The mobilisation reached its peak on June 20 when protesters took 

the streets in more than 100 cities with great anger against police violence, carrying out attacks on 

state property, the media, and corporations. 

 

Rio de Janeiro, June 18                               Itamaraty Palace attacked in Brasilia 

  

The National Context of the First Demonstrations 

The first protests against the fare hikes occurred in Pôrto Alegre in southern Brazil. In March 2013, 

protesters took the streets and blocked the bus ticket increase. In May, protests in Goiânia accom-

plished the same thing. However, the cost of not increasing the fares was imposed on taxpayers, 

not company profits. 

The city government of São Paulo had not increased the rates for two years, but several municipali-

ties had just announced a fare hike. On June 6, this was received, as usual, with protests by auton-

omous student, worker, and youth organisations mobilising through the Movimento Passe Livre 

(MPL: loosely, “Free Pass Movement”) under the banner “If the rate does not drop, São Paulo will 

stop.” Autonomous MPL cells in other regions of the country called demonstrations for the same 

day. In São Paulo, about 5000 people attended and the march was violently suppressed by the mili-

tary police with sound bombs, tear gas, rubber bullets, and the usual brutality. The media described 

http://cloudfront.crimethinc.com/images/brazilpt2/2b.jpg
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the protests as mere vandalism that necessitated a strong state response. Journalists and intellectu-

als called the protesters a “generation without direction and without cause,” the “spoiled children 

of the middle class.” Nothing new so far. Average numbers, and just a little more repression than 

usual. With tempers rising, a new demonstration was called for the next day, June 7. Another 

march, more graffiti and burning trash, another police ambush, and even more repression. Police 

shot rubber bullets randomly and a great deal of gas. The governments of the state and the city of 

São Paulo claimed they could not engage with “hooliganism” and “all or nothing” demands. The 

Federal government made a statement condemning the demonstrations and offering to help sup-

press them if necessary. 

The third protest, on June 11, showed the repression could be even worse. The march started at 

Paulista Avenue with nearly 10,000 people escorted by 400 policemen. When participants attempt-

ed to occupy a bus terminal, the police responded again with violence and bombs, rubber bullets, 

and beatings, injuring dozens and making several arrests. There was resistance, and people de-

stroyed many buses along the streets. About 20 people were arrested at random and accused of 

property damage; some were charged with gang conspiracy, a serious crime in Brazil. The fines 

amounted to $10,000 for each individual. The government still insisted that it was impossible to re-

turn to the previous transit price. 

The lack of dialogue and the repression produced a major mobilisation in São Paulo for June 13, 

supporting the prisoners and denouncing police brutality. The popular response was massive: more 

than 20,000 people attended events promoted on social networks. It was also the day with the 

most arrests yet—230 altogether. Most of the arrestees were seized before the march began, just 

for carrying vinegar to protect themselves from tear gas. Journalists were arrested too. There were 

many reports of police beating people and even sexually abusing women. Despite everything, the 

authorities still refused to discuss the increase. 

At this point, the media that had been calling the protesters “rebels without a cause” were finally 

forced to join the wave of criticism against the police, in a shameless attempt at co-optation. The 

press were embarrassed by the undeniable and disproportionate violence of the military police—

who usually perpetrate such violence only in the forgotten streets of the favelas and the country-

side, away from others’ eyes and cameras.  

   

“It’s time for the whole country                                            Police attacking press with pepper spray to meet the police only the 

favelas know.”                         

Many were injured on June 13, including protesters, passersby, and journalists. Folha de São Paulo, 

a conservative newspaper accused of morally and financially supporting the repression during the 

Brazilian military dictatorship, counted seven journalists wounded, including two shot in the face 

with rubber bullets. Curiously, this paper became the leading voice against police violence, radically 

changing its speech.  

http://cloudfront.crimethinc.com/images/brazilpt2/4b.jpg
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Cell Phones and Cameras as Weapons 

In the course of these events, a new factor became decisive. In all of the demonstrations across the 

country, protesters inspired by the Turkish resistance joined alternative independent media groups 

using cameras and cell phones to film the police, sharing the footage over the internet live or on the 

same day. Practically all the clashes were initiated by police, who cornered people chanting “No 

violence” and fired upon them as they offered no resistance. It became clear that the police were 

violating their own protocol, which stipulates that they should only use rubber bullets to defend 

themselves when they are attacked, beginning with warning shots and then aiming below the waist. 

Almost all the videos showed attacks on protesters standing with placards on street corners, people 

being shot in the face or beaten and arrested, including journalists from the mainstream media and 

anyone else who filmed police violence. Several images of injured people spread widely via the in-

ternet. This had unprecedented repercussions, forcing a shift in the mainstream media narrative to 

legitimise the marches as an expression of “democracy” and criticise the actions of the police. Jour-

nalists and conservative intellectuals apologised and changed their tone about the protests that 

were gaining support in the streets. 

 

Newspapers changed their approach to the demonstrations; first, they highlighted protester vandal-

ism, then they questioned the brutality of the police. 

  

Reaching Goals, Losing Focus, and the Nationalist Shadow 

The fifth demonstration, called by the MPL for Monday, June 17, surprised those who had partici-

pated in the movement from the beginning. The momentum had spread across the country. More 

and more cities joined in, demanding lower prices and better quality in public transport, affirming 

other local causes including the right to protest itself, and decrying government overspending on 

infrastructure for the mega-events scheduled over the next few years. In the state of São Paulo, a 

young man was killed, hit by a driver who could not cross a street during the march. 

In the federal capital of Brasilia, thousands took to the streets and around 5000 people surrounded 

the building of the Senate and Congress, attacking and invading it. The house was empty of political 

bigwigs, but corporate media filmed everything. This was the first really direct message to the Fed-

eral Government. 

http://www.crimethinc.com/blog/2013/06/19/postcards-from-the-turkish-uprising/
http://cloudfront.crimethinc.com/images/brazilpt2/6b.jpg


   

March against the FIFA in Belo Horiozonte.                                      Crowds surround the Senate and Congress in Brasilia 

In Belo Horizonte, in addition to protesting the ticket price, people took to the streets against a ban 

criminalising demonstrations that take any public road on the days of the matches of the soccer 

Confederations Cup; the legislation proposed sentences of up to 30 years for violators. This ban 

showed that Brazil was yielding to international pressure, especially from the United States, to 

adopt anti-terrorism laws for upcoming international sports events such as the 2014 Football World 

Cup and the 2016 Olympics. 

In Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, Brasilia, and Cuiaba, the clashes became increasingly violent; some of 

them occurred on or around the perimeter stipulated by FIFA for the stadiums where the Confed-

erations Cup games were happening. This perimeter is only a preview of what they are planning for 

the World Cup, with FIFA imposing laws such as the prohibition of demonstrations and informal 

trade within three kilometers of the stadiums and perhaps even banning the right to strike. 

As the clashes intensified, hackers invaded the websites and twitter profiles of government agencies 

and corporate media, using them to broadcast subversive texts and images of police violence, and 

inviting people to mobilise and continue the fight for lower fares. 

The impact of police violence and the favorable coverage given by the media produced broad popu-

lar support, with many new people joining the movement. There were solidarity demonstrations in 

27 countries worldwide. The international impact was huge and even the international corporate 

media strongly criticised the Brazilian police and government. 

Yet the adhesion of the middle and upper class to the movement brought side effects. Across the 

country, people showed up with posters proclaiming phrases taken from Facebook and Twitter, 

slogans like “The giant awoke,” “It’s not just for 20 cents,” and vague statements against "corrup-

tion,” for tax cuts, and of love for a motherland in which people only occupy the streets for football 

and Carnival. 

Early on the day of the fifth march in São Paulo, announcements appeared on the internet that 

building materials such as bricks and pieces of iron had appeared overnight at the starting point of 

the demonstration. In a nearby square, a bus from the city lines was parked in a very unusual place. 

Many feared this was an ambush, in which potential weapons were provided to incite violence that 

would be “properly” suppressed by the police. This news made the city hastily gather the materials, 

but the circus was just beginning. 

That day, more than 100,000 people gathered in Largo da Batata, near the Faria Lima Metro Sta-

tion, one of the newest and most modern stations in the city. The march followed a long, tiring 

route, escorted by hundreds of police officers. The “masses” in attendance had their faces painted 

green and yellow (the national colors) or were wrapped in the national flag, with clown noses, sing-
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ing hymns and chanting their generic demands. The giant had woken up, but it had no idea what to 

do. 

It was necessary to focus in order to stop the increase in fares. The protesters were permitted to 

tramp the sacred ground of Paulista Avenue because, according the police, they deserved it for 

good behavior. However, dissidents marched to the Bandeirantes Palace, seat of State Govern-

ment. The building was surrounded and forced open, so the police had to attack the protesters 

from inside the building to disperse the demonstration. The day concluded with great frustration 

about the loss of focus and the nationalism invading the movement. 

But about two hours earlier, in Rio de Janeiro, the protests had radicalised when a crowd attacked 

the State Legislature, using sticks, stones, fireworks, and Molotov cocktails to corner 70 policemen 

inside the building. Cars were burned, 20 police officers were injured, and the building was de-

stroyed with losses of more than a million dollars. The people of Rio de Janeiro showed that the 

participation of the masses could be overwhelming for the authorities as well as for the original pro-

testers. Trapped, the police used live ammunition, shooting seven people. Other cities, such as Por-

to Alegre and Belo Horizonte, also got in the news for confrontations, but in those cases police vio-

lence was the main story. In all the events from June 17 on, the media began to adopt specific lan-

guage about the protest that was repeated on every network. In headline after headline and report 

after report, it was necessary to emphasise that a “minority” was responsible for the acts of vio-

lence and destruction, while the “vast majority” consisted of peaceful protesters that fit the profile 

required by a “democratic system.” Later, the minority became thugs, radicals, extremists, and 

even bandits and dangerous criminals. This was the same minority that had initiated the movement 

in the first place! 

The sixth demonstration, on June 18, was the last one before the rate increase was repealed; it also 

put new questions to the movement. The advocates of pacifism that had brought in a pride in citi-

zenship and the desire to “preserve the public good” denounced and even personally attacked 

those writing graffiti and committing acts of “vandalism.” That day, the Military Police disappeared 

from the streets of Sao Paulo. More than 100,000 protesters marched through the center again and 

down Paulista Avenue. But some people from the “minority that spoils the movement” walked 

downtown and arrived at City Hall without difficulty. Anyone who has witnessed demonstrations in 

front of that building before knows it is almost untouchable and always guarded by the forces of the 

Military Police (which is administered by the state government) and the Municipal Guard. 

That day, the MP was not there to protect the building; its cabin located on the same corner as the 

City Hall was empty. In a suspicious turn of events, the way was open for the crowd. Probably the 

Military Police, ruled by the right-wing State Government, wanted to see the Mayor in the same 

danger they had faced the previous night. The result was that the City Hall was surrounded; the 

Municipal Guard was cornered and forced to enter the building. Its front door was smashed and 

decorated with graffiti. The gatehouse of the MP was destroyed and burned. A television van was 

torched. The streets of downtown were unprotected against the newly released anger of the peo-

ple. Dozens of shops were looted by "a few thugs.” The next day, June 19, the rate increase was 

rescinded.  

  

100 Cities Take the Streets—and with Them, 100 Million New Policemen 

When he finally understood the scale of popular pressure, Mayor Fernando Haddad met with the 

bigwigs of his party, the PT (Workers Party), including former president Lula, president Dilma, and 

some marketing managers concerned with his image. The Mayor changed his tone, announcing in 

meetings with the MPL and in public statements that it was possible not to increase the price of 



tickets but it was not yet possible to predict when this could be formalised. The morning after the 

attack on City Hall, he announced that there would be no increase anymore. 

 

This map shows the locations and sizes of demonstrations. The largest had more than 300,000 par-

ticipants. 

The seventh day of action became a celebration day in Sao Paulo. Over 100 cities around the coun-

try also hosted demonstrations and clashes. In Brasilia, the Palace of the Foreign Ministry, the head-

quarters of international relations, was surrounded with the president and ministers trapped inside. 

The entrance hall of the building was invaded and attacked as a crowd of over 10,000 protesters 

throwing rocks and Molotov cocktails took the unprepared building security by surprise. It was es-

timated that nearly 2 million people took to the streets nationwide. Yet the climate of optimism 

was fading in many places. 

In Porto Alegre, the scene of some of the most violent conflicts with the Military Police, the anar-

chist group Federação Anarquista Gaúcha (FAG) had its headquarters invaded by police. About 15 

ununiformed policemen wearing only vests, said to be the Federal Police, raided the place without 

presenting any warrant, seizing materials such as books and paint in an attempt to incriminate the 

group for vandalism. The “minorities” that cause destruction and “come into confrontation” with 

police must be identified and isolated from the “good citizens” who occupy the streets “democrati-

cally.” Again, several protesters were grabbed and handed over to the police by other protesters 

for painting graffiti, attacking buildings and banks, or even simply covering their faces. It seemed to 

be the beginning of a nationwide manhunt. 
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Brazil is a Pressure Cooker 

The celebratory demonstration in Sao Paulo revealed something even worse than nationalism. In his 

move to restore the image of the PT, Mayor Haddad invited all members and supporters to occupy 

the streets dressed in red and with their flags to celebrate the victory of the people; he called this 

the “Red Wave.” Right-wing groups, claiming to be “anti-party,” tried to use the nonpartisan tone of 

the demonstrations to take advantage of the stupidity of thousands of uncritical protesters to call 

for open season on Left parties, black and gay movements, and other political minorities. An anar-

chist group marching nonviolently in black with a red and black flag was booed by protesters who 

opposed the party flags, confirming their ignorance of everything that was going on: they thought 

the anarchists were a party.  

Several clashes exploded between protesters for and against the presence of parties, creating a 

tense atmosphere on Paulista Avenue. At the same time, in the building of FIESP (Federation of In-

dustries of the State), military officials and politicians were discussing new directions for the defense 

industry.  

The bright panels of the building showed a giant flag of Brazil, and the chants against political parties 

had no libertarian spirit. In this nationalist atmosphere, the protest was directed against the current 

mayor and the president of Brazil, as representatives of the PT. 

It was the first time since its foundation that this party had been thrown out of a mass demonstra-

tion by the people itself. Society has changed and they have failed to extend their connections to 

the newer generations, remaining tied only to some older movements like the MST (Landless 

Workers Movement). The right wing hoped to take advantage of this situation. These right-wing 

politicians run the state of Sao Paulo with Geraldo Alckimin (PSDB)—the same government that 

controls the Military Police that withdrew so City Hall could be attacked one night before. In this 

fog of vague ideas and nationalist sentiments, it’s hard to know who is who, what they want, and 

how they pursue their goals.  

This moment served the elite in their agenda to recapture the presidency of the republic and inten-

sify the repression of popular social movements. The climate of tension and uncertainty remained. 

There were rumors on the streets and the internet about a new military coup. The United States 

exchanged its ambassador in Brazil with the one that was in Paraguay during the military coup in 

2012. The MPL announced the end of demonstrations after its goals have been achieved, warning 

that the fight would continue in other ways and it was not useful to insist on unfocused demonstra-

tions now that its original goals had been met. 

Meanwhile, on the border of Sao Paulo and in many other cities, less privileged people rose to de-

mand their rights by closing roads. In the northern zone of São Paulo, a policeman was shot and 

three protesters were killed—a more serious toll than at any national demonstration for two 

weeks. The lives of those in the favelas who are not white or middle class are very distant from the 

reality people experience in the city center. The police treat resistance in the favelas differently; 

they occupy these areas nonstop, readily employing brutal force far from the eyes of public opinion. 

Other demonstrations were called by autonomous, nonpartisan groups hoping to maintain popular 

pressure around many other issues pending in Brazil. The country is a pressure cooker; the wave of 

demonstrations in June was just a tiny bit of steam escaping. In Rio de Janeiro on June 24, people 

from a favela called Mare demonstrated; in response they suffered a military incursion by the BOPE 

(a murderer elite police troop), who killed 13 people. Instead of rubber bullets, only real ones were 

fired.  



  

The Means Must Justify Itself Now: This Fight Has No End 

In Brazil, there are countless reasons to protest. Allegations of torture against protesters have been 

reported in Salvador and other cities. The evangelical lobby is pressing Congress to approve psy-

chological treatment for homosexuality and ban abortion in cases of rape—a tremendous setback 

for a right that women already possess only in cases of sexual violence. Anti-terrorism laws are to 

be voted in under US pressure to criminalise demonstrations that block the street or cause proper-

ty damage. MST activists and MTST activists (the Homeless Movement) are persecuted and arbi-

trarily arrested. UN representatives are asking Brazil to end the Military Police, and popular groups 

are organising to support this. Research shows that Brazil already has about 5000 unregulated 

drones flying; the BOPE and landowners are testing this technology. FIFA continues to press Brazil 

for more security for business during next year’s World Cup. Evictions continue everywhere in or-

der to modernise the cityscape and build roads, airports, and structures for the upcoming mega-

events. In indigenous territories, there are battles to make way for dams and power stations and 

secure the advancement of agri-business. The demarcation of indigenous lands is no longer the re-

sponsibility of FUNAI (National Indian Foundation) but now the EMBRAPA (Brazilian Agricultural 

and Livestock Research).  

Popular committees bringing together communities, students, and unions are forming in Belo Hori-

zonte and elsewhere to discuss the next direction for popular demands. The fight is far from over. 

Now the people of Brazil have a new action profile in their résumé—for good or for ill. There is a 

lot to discuss about how to maintain a struggle without being contaminated by middle-class patriot-

ism imported from football and Carnival, and how to face the elites who are determined to destroy 

or coopt the general discontent. Now the State and the Police also know what can happen when 

people come out to the streets; they will be careful not to make the same mistakes again. The fight 

is becoming increasingly harsh; new obstacles appear everywhere we have succeeded in taking a 

step forward. Anarchists and radicals, who have remained outside the spotlight of the media and 

police until now, will be persecuted as before, along with other “inciters of violence and vandalism.” 

Many already face charges. 

We need a new security culture to protect individuals and groups mobilizing in social struggle, new 

ways of defending and attacking without taking too many risks. We need to discuss diversity of tac-

tics, considering that our militarised police force is comparable to those in countries under dictator-

ship or foreign occupation, prepared to kill without any dialogue. According to Amnesty Interna-

tional, in the favelas and in the countryside, it is the biggest killer on the planet. 

At the same time, we need to make what we are doing as horizontal, autonomous, liberating, and 

pleasurable as possible, because the end does not seem to be even visible on the horizon. The 

means will be all we have for a long time. 

 

 

 

 



Porto Alegre, Brazil: Solidarity is a living force! Light it up! 

On Monday, December 16th, 2013, as a hot sun of 34°C was setting and the full moon was rising against the 

sky that covers us, we paid a visit to a Santander bank branch located on Osvaldo Aranha Avenue, right in 

front of a police station. We entered the banking establishment, leaving them a Christmas incendiary gift 

next to the ATMs in clear intent to destroy the property. After that, time and fire did their part. We did not 

go there to steal their filthy money; rather, to destroy it. We fulfilled our intentions: 

We attacked, caused destruction, left unharmed and demonstrated with this action that solidarity is not just 

an empty slogan, nor does it live only in word in all its greatness. This small gesture shows us that the in-

creased surveillance measures in the city cannot stop our desire to constantly defy Power; we can always 

find a way to escape the “great beast”, deconstructing our own fears to begin with. 

Let this be a fire starter for all rebellious hearts to take action in the struggle against the “growth accelera-

tion projects” as well as the 2014 World Cup, which comes trampling at high speed. It is obvious that the 

struggle is not just limited against this sporting event that has violated many people. Furthermore, we signal 

with the heat of this fire our solidarity with Rafael Vieria and Jair Seixas Rodrigues “Baiano” (imprisoned in 

Rio de Janeiro for riots over the past months), with those who resist the Belo Monte hydroelectric dam, 

with all those who face trials or persecutions as a result of the winter’s protests in Brazil (from June to Sep-

tember), and of course we don’t feel distant from all those who struggle against Power in every corner of 

the world and clash with the weight of the penitentiary system in Argentina, Greece, Indonesia, Chile, Italy, 

the US, Bulgaria, Mexico, Germany, Spain. 

With this small attack on Spanish interests, we send our strength and solidarity to Mónica Caballero and 

Francisco Solar, imprisoned behind the morbid bars of the Spanish State, isolated in FIES maximum security 

regime. 

In front of repression, active solidarity by all possible methods! 

Strength and solidarity to Mónica and Francisco! 

Freedom for Baiano and Rafael Vieira, prisoners in Rio de Janeiro! 

 

For sabotage and direct action against the World Cup in Brazil 

4 May 2014 - On June 12, 2014 begins the world football cup in Brazil, a sporting event which business-

people, politicians, journalists and sympathisers eagerly await, some because of greed, others because 

of nationalist exacerbation, a World Cup that has the highest budget ever invested in history (over 

600,000 million dollars, and the account is not even closed yet…). 

However, beyond the colourful atmosphere, the dances, the carnival, the “cheerfulness”, the reality is 

different: 

In carioca (Rio de Janeiro), the repressive forces trained by US counter-terrorist brigades, namely the 

army, the police and the ironically named Pacifying Police Unit (UPP) are implementing a policy of ex-

termination against the marginal population, concentrating their attacks in the favelas and the poorest 

zones of this region. It is an extermination that is far from diminishing, since the deployment of military 

police has only increased as the inauguration ceremony approaches. 

In cities like São Paulo alone, nearly 70,000 families have been displaced during the constructions for the 

World Cup preparations, while in Rio de Janeiro approximately 40,000 homes have faced the same fate. 



The Brazilian State, showing off its progressive and assistentialist reputation, has offered an amount of 

money to some of the evicted (obviously none of them was from the bourgeois neighbourhoods, since 

the latter were not affected one bit) which is far from enough to recover their original dwelling, thus 

spitting on the residents’ dignity, and thinking that money can cover for all the bloodshed. 

And when we talk of bloodshed, there have been hundreds of wounded and dozens of dead in Brazil 

over the past few months. 

We cannot fail to mention the repugnant activity of the State, which is assassinating in the most coward-

ly way children who survive on the streets, in order to receive an estimated 600,000 tourists that will 

arrive in the country, offering them in turn the hundreds of bodies of women and girls subjected to 

prostitution. 

These postcards, perhaps unknown to many, are the currency in South America; hence our rage is born 

of the most sincere hatred, the limited covering of basic needs, the daily submissions and the constant 

humiliations; hence our rage is not out of boredom or revolutionary pose but is necessary and urgent, 

and clearly, beautifully violent… 

As anarchists, we cannot remain indifferent to so much misery, so much pain, so much torture and so 

much death. 

Those responsible for these atrocities do not go hiding; they are the sponsors, the multinationals, the 

society itself that tolerates and encourages this tournament with its passivity and servility. 

Of the former, we are able to find offices and representatives in various parts of the globe…; next, all 

we have to do is adjust the sights and shoot. 

From the latter, we do not expect or ask anything, so we call ourselves to act, the anarchist combatants 

in various regions, and the subversives who understand that the only way is direct and real confronta-

tion. 

For consequence and coherence, in rebellion and action. 

This statement is intended as a clear incitement to conspiracy, sabotage and attack against all the in-

struments of the system of domination that aims to domesticate us, and specifically in this case, this shit-

ty Word Cup. 

So for our part, at the kickoff, we made an anonymous call to the JJ8011 flight of the TAM Airlines from 

Buenos Aires destined for São Paulo, warning of an explosive device with the aim of sabotaging the 

normal flow of tourists who arrive in the region dominated by the Brazilian government, either unaware 

of what is taking place over there or complicit through their apathy. 

IF NOT YOU, WHO? IF NOT NOW, WHEN? 

Active solidarity with comrades in revolt across Brazil! 

Vengeance for those injured, imprisoned and killed by the State! 

There will not be a World Cup! 

 

International Solidarity Cell 

To Win or Die For Anarchy. 



Berlin, Germany:  Fire for Bosch 

 

Company car set on fire in Prenzlauer Berg; June 2nd, 2014. 

Incendiary device for Bosch Sicherheitssysteme in Storkower Street (near a police station) in soli-

darity with the revolt against the World Cup. 

The Bosch Security Systems draws up security plans for train stations and airports, for banks and 

administrative authorities; security for persons who turn our lives into hell from inside their offices, 

security for banks that cause suffering across the world (such as ‘Santander’ and ‘Deutsche Bank’), 

security for the flow of Capital, so that no saboteur will even attempt to briefly disrupt this deadly 

normalcy. 

Bosch was responsible for the remodeling of the São Paulo Metro (Brazil). There, as here, violence 

is supposed to be constantly on the rise, which is why “security” had to be restored. The solution is 

pretty simple. Nearly 200 surveillance cameras were deployed across the metro line. These are 

now constantly monitored in a control centre. Once again a metro system is “secure”, and every-

one is satisfied; the justice ministry, the cops, the media, the Bosch firm and its henchpeople. 

Questions as to whether and why violence keeps increasing, whether the cameras prevent or only 

displace the deed, and who can ultimately afford the general cost of riding the metro over there – 

that is to say, for whom was security constructed there – are likely to be mentioned only in passing 

again. 

“Shaken and driven by dynamics of the crisis, the State cannot provide the lower strata with any in-

tegration; instead, it imposes various forms of repression and surveillance on them,” said ‘die 

flinken’ (“the nimble ones” who attacked a Canon Service Point in Reinickendorf, Berlin, on the 

night of March 21st, 2014) about the particular topic of cameras. What is happening right now be-

fore the World Cup in Brazil, clearly demonstrates this. We stand here in explicit solidarity with all 

those who have no interest in a World Cup but have always had, or just recently discovered they 

have, an interest in revolt! 

We still have much to do… 

Gruppo Informale 
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Uruguay: Incendiary attack against Brazil 2014 World Cup 

Montevideo, June 2014 - In the early hours of Monday, June 9th, we attacked the headquarters of 

the AUF (Uruguayan Football Association) located in the corner of Guayabo and Vázquez streets, 

destroying and burning part of the building with three Molotov cocktails. 

This action is in response to all the shit that the feast of the World Cup involves. 

We send affection and strength to comrades who fight throughout the world and a big hug to the 

prosecuted compas in Buenos Aires.* 

THERE WILL BE NO WORLD CUP! 

* In late May, comrades were detained and brought to court for painting slogans against World 

Cup, and in solidarity with imprisoned anarchist Tamara Sol Farías Vergara, in the city centre of 

Buenos Aires (also on the facade of the Argentine Football Association). 

 

Zurich, Switzerland: Solidarity demo for the anti-FIFA rebellion in Brazil  

20 June 2014 – More than two hundred people demonstrated outside of FIFAs global headquarters 

in Zurich in solidarity with all struggles against and around the World Cup in Brazil. 

During the action FIFA property was damaged with paint. 

Alongside our comrades in Brazil, we fight against the capitalistic exploitation of football through 

FIFA and the other exponents of capital. 

Our solidarity shall be a weapon in this struggle 
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Why Riot against the World Cup? 

With just a few days left before the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, we conducted an interview with our com-

rades in São Paulo about the demonstrations that are unfolding. In a wave of unrest emerging on the heels 

of last year’s riots against proposed transportation fare hikes, thousands are once again flooding the streets 

and clashing with police in hopes of disrupting the games. We anticipate more unrest in the coming weeks.  

What is your analysis of the situation surrounding the World Cup? Why are so many Brazilians op-

posed to it? 

There are many reasons to oppose the World Cup in Brazil. Since 2007, popular committees like the 

Comitê Popular da Copa have been organizing protests and campaigns against the social costs of the World 

Cup, with the participation of many anarchists. 

First of all, 250,000 people have already lost their houses in the cities that will host the games, without a fair 

repayment and under operations reminiscent of what the former Nazi government did with Jews, immi-

grants, and others: they painted a number on their doors one day, and evicted them the next. Those people 

were forced to sign papers accepting these bad conditions, or else lose everything with no hope of repay-

ment at all. 

Second, there are thousands of workers who earn a living from informal work on the streets, and they will 

be forbidden to work inside the FIFA-imposed perimeter during the days of the games. This perimeter ex-

tends for two miles around the stadiums and the area of the Fan Fests, where the games will be shown on 

the streets via giant screens. In addition, prosecution will target those who sell products that FIFA has been 

given a monopoly over, such as the products of sponsors. 

The families of the ten workers who died during the construction of the stadiums are also waiting for repa-

rations. 

Alongside all this, FIFA is imposing a state inside of the Brazilian state. The whole population can see how 

corruption is increasing with these structures for the mega-events, while our lives are being destroyed. In 

2007, the government said that no public money would be used, yet we have seen approximately $4 billion 

spent on infrastructure to host the games. That includes mega-stadiums and roads, and lots of other build-

ings that won’t even be finished for the games and will not be useful in the future, while hospitals, schools, 

public transportation, and work remain precarious for most of the population. Strikes are taking place eve-

rywhere in a way we have not seen in a long time, including teachers, students, bus drivers, and subway 

workers. 

Nor have the other struggles in Brazil disappeared. The homeless movements, indigenous resistance, the 

black and women’s movements, and LGBTTT organizations are all getting some attention now, fighting for 

their rights and intensifying their struggles. The MTST, a big movement for housing in São Paulo, organized 

an occupation with a thousand families, including those who lost their houses because of the World Cup, 

near the Itaquera Stadium where the first match will take place. 

The expected profit for FIFA in Brazil is greater than the last two World Cups put together. To ensure this, 

state repression has increased against social movements and all manifestations of dissent—criminalizing 

strikes and demonstrations that block the street, persecuting leaders and collectives, attempting to pass an-

ti-terror laws and other oppressive measures. They are using vague terms that leave a great deal of room 

for interpretation to the courts. For now, nobody knows exactly what is a crime or what can land you in 

prison during a demonstration or mobilization. During the games, there will be a state of exception and 

special courts to condemn people. 

Another $1 billion has been spent on training and weapons to repress demonstrations. Israel is providing 

training to the police and the army, and is selling drones and other anti-riot weapons and devices. The mili-

tary police are being trained by the French police as well as the former American mercenary company, 

Blackwater [which has changed its named to Academi]. Rumors that the huge organized criminal groups in 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/06/09/brazil-world-cup_n_5475009.html
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Brazil want to repeat the actions of 2006, when they brought all of São Paulo to a halt, are being used to 

justify these operations. 

All the police forces and the army are working together in a way we have never seen before. Probably the 

biggest legacy of the World Cup will be the growth of state apparatuses for governance and repression. 

These apparatuses will keep this country a perfect place to exploit cheap labor and resources while a grow-

ing economy grants enormous profits to international Capital. 

  

Indigenous protesters clashing with police in Brasilia,  Military police fire tear gas at demonstrations near Maracana    May 2014. 

One officer was shot in the leg with an arrow;   Stadium in Rio de Janeiro on June 30, 2013.                      the cere-

mony to open the exhibition of the World Cup                                                                                                                    trophy 

was cancelled. 

Is the struggle against the fare hikes, which took places last summer, related to this struggle 

against the World Cup? What lessons have been learned and what are the new obstacles that 

must be overcome? 

Yes, they are related. First, because many of the movements, collectives, and autonomous militants that 

composed the struggle against the fare hikes are involved directly or indirectly with the uprisings against the 

World Cup. Second, and maybe most importantly, they are related because they question a project of a so-

ciety based on the logic of capital. Remember, the fare hikes were attempted in a country that has one of 

the most expensive public transportation fees of the world, relatively speaking (consuming approximately a 

third of the average household income), and a very precarious, overcrowded transportation system owned 

by a small group of businessman. This is a place where the urban fabric nearly collapsed due to lack of plan-

ning, where public space is being hijacked by the private sector, where roads and highways are controlled 

by the automobile industry, where the distribution of the city geography is dictated by real estate specula-

tion. 

In this scenario, the fare increase was much more then 20 cents: the hike would interfere directly in the 

mobility of people and, in a city like São Paulo which has 28 million people, it became an issue of depriving 

the population of basic rights such as school, health care, or home ownership. With that context in view, we 

can see that when an international company such as FIFA puts on a huge enterprise such as the World Cup, 

the whole country is submitted to the same immiseration as the fare hikes would produce. This is a matter 

of the privatization of the public sphere with the collaboration of the local government. 

The World Cup is not going to start on June 12. The World Cup already started in 2007, when Brazil was 

officially given the responsibility of hosting this massive capitalist spectacle. From that moment, people were 

being evicted from their homes in order to build stadiums and infrastructure for the Cup, workers were 

having their activities restricted by the government, and so on. This is the reality of the Cup for the poor 

and peripheral. These same people are not going to be able to go to the stadium to watch the matches, be-

cause the cheapest tickets cost more than the monthly minimum wage. In that sense, the Cup is a classist 

spectacle that the poor are not only unable to see, but they also must pay for.                                                         

So these struggles are related in the sense that they both confront a development project that has no place 

for the majority of the country’s population. And, not by coincidence, they both encounter the very same 

response from the state: the brutality of its police and army. 



 

Demonstrations against the World Cup in São Paulo,   Demonstrators attack a Caixa bank during a protest against the 

January 2014.      World Cup in São Paulo, January 2014. 

 The Black Bloc is all over the news again. Are these actions bigger than in previous years? Are 

there other tactics that have spread in Brazil? 

Black Bloc tactics are not really on the news right now as much as they were in the months following the 

victory against the fare hikes. They are still occurring on the street, albeit on a much smaller scale and with-

out much coordination. But they remain a target of the state and the media; the Black Bloc appears on the 

news as a “threatening organization” that is being investigated as a terrorist group. This is probably because 

the authorities fear that this reaction to (and intolerance of) state violence can spread. The police are look-

ing for the origins of the black blocs, trying to find out who these people are, collecting information about 

those detained at demonstrations and from others who leave traces on the internet. They are performing a 

big lawsuit as if the black bloc were a national criminal organization. What bullshit. 

But there are many people who have been introduced to radical thoughts and tactics for the first time 

through the black blocs in last year’s demonstrations. Consequently, many of them act without any other 

anarchist background, as if they were a movement, with “official” Facebook pages, calling demonstrations 

by themselves. This can facilitate the pigs’ work of finding and identifying them. Also, we can see some of 

them acting as if their tactics are the best on all the earth, that they should always be used no matter how or 

when, and not trying to engage in dialog with the other movements that call for demonstrations. So these 

people sometimes act in a way that ruins the original plan for a march route, or that exposes others to more 

risks rather than protecting them—such as barricading other people into the same corner with the police, 

saving their own asses while others are trapped. Unfortunately, some other movements are avoiding them, 

and sometimes avoiding everybody with black or black and red flags. This is a moment to rethink the way 

these tactics should be used. But it is difficult for other anarchists to create dialog with this new generation. 

Maybe only experience will show us solutions. 

Have the uprisings that followed last year’s Brazilian protests in Bosnia, Turkey (again), Ukraine, 

Thailand, Taiwan, or anywhere else influenced the struggle against the World Cup? And have the 

nationalists who caused so much trouble in the movement against the fare hikes returned to the 

protests in Brazil? 

After the uprising in Turkey, we haven’t seen any other social mobilizations being particularly influential on 

the struggles here. None of these other movements have been discussed in the debates here. 

Fortunately, middle class liberals and nationalists haven’t found a reason to come into the streets again. We 

saw only one attempt to recreate a march for “Family, God, and Property”—a reenactment of an event that 

took place during the dictatorship—but it was a true failure. But it is possible to feel that this tension with 

the nationalists persists. Recent events—including people publicly beating accused thieves or even locking 

them to posts, and lynchings that had the support of some journalists and authorities, usually against black 

and poor people—have showed that Brazil hides a monster that can emerge at any time.  

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/02/sport/football/football-brazil-black-blocs/
http://www.crimethinc.com/texts/recentfeatures/brazilpt2.php
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2551406/Brazilian-vigilantes-strip-naked-thief-shackle-neck-lamppost.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2551406/Brazilian-vigilantes-strip-naked-thief-shackle-neck-lamppost.html
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The favelas have been severely affected by the development plans leading up to the World Cup. 

There have been evictions and raids and some deaths. How have people responded to this repres-

sion? 

In the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, we have witnessed the most offensive operations since 2009 by the UPP’s—

the Pacification Police Unit, a project that has the objective of seizing control of the favelas where the only 

state institution present is the police. This is like a new conquest of the West, with the excuse of “fighting 

the drug market,” in which private capital supports this operation in order to explore the potential of these 

communities that until now use resources and services beyond the control and taxation of the state. Re-

sistance to these operations has been strong, and these units are always attacked, particularly after the po-

lice commit murders. 

We see this “molecularization” of organized revolt when these frequent murders are followed by huge ri-

ots. In São Paulo, in January there was at least one bus burned every day in protests against police brutality 

or for better life conditions in the poor neighborhoods. This is even taking place in small cities like Paty dos 

Alferes, where all the police stations were burned and all the police were attacked by crowds after a girl 

died during an arrest. 

What have comrades done outside of the protests and riots? Are there new participants, new spac-

es, new tools, new meeting points? When social movements end, it is typical for their partisans to 

become depressed as everything “goes back to normal.” What, if anything, have people done to 

prevent this? What do you think comrades can do to build strength through these movements in 

Brazil? 

After the uprising in Brazil during winter of June 2013, we already knew that other fights were about to take 

place against the World Cup. So during the rest of 2013, we saw radical tactics and also radical organizing 

taking place in all the struggles in which anarchists could be involved. We witnessed new occupations by the 

homeless movements, including buildings with hundreds of families. But we didn’t obtain any new spaces for 

anarchist projects, and anarchist squats and social centers are very rare in Brazil. The few that exist are 

threatened by serious repression. 

At the same time, some of these spaces and collectives saw a huge groundswell of popular interest in partic-

ipating in debates, organizing, study groups, and other forms of anarchist activity. It was good to see that 

people realize that the struggles of 2013 emerged from an anarchist tradition and experiences from the anti-

globalization movements of the preceding 15 years. 

We should return to this question again after this new June, this new winter to come; we will see where we 

will be after that. But in this moment, it is important to test our abilities and the connections we can make. 

In this context, being in contact and sharing knowledge and support around the world is very important. 

Thanks a lot for this conversation. 

 

http://www.crimethinc.com/texts/recentfeatures/atc-dust.php


 

 


