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Footnotes

[1] In a letter sent to Financial Times on 22/1/2015 entitled “Europe will benefit
from Greece  being given  a  fresh  start”,  Stiglitz,  Pissarides  and other  “top”
bourgeois economists supported a) the replacement of public expenditure cuts
with  public  investment  programs  that  will  increase  demand  and  stimulate
growth as well as with “more efficient tax collection”; b) a “further conditional
increase in the grace period, so that Greece does not have to service any debt,
for example for the next five years and then only if Greece is growing at 3% or
more”; c) “debt reduction, especially of bilateral official debt to further increase
the fiscal space available” and d) “significant money for efficient investment
projects, especially for exports”. The same letter recalled the substantial debt
relief  of  the  German  debt  in  the  1950s  and  essentially  replicated  many
proposals originally put forward by SYRIZA.

[2] For an extensive analysis of the capitalist crisis, its management by the
Greek state and the Capitalist International (IMF, EU, ECB, etc.) and the class
struggles that took place in Greece after 2010, see our texts: “Burdened with
debt”,  “Preliminary  notes  towards  an  account  of  the  «movement  of
popular  assemblies»”,  “Down  with  the  Stalinists!  Down  with  the
Bureaucrats”,  “Burdened  with  debt  reloaded”,  “Counting  Defeats:
Internal devaluation, the failure of working class struggles in Greece &
the Sino-Greek «success story»” and the interview of our group by Juraj
Katalenac  “An  Interview”  which  are  available  at:  http://www.tptg.gr/?
page_id=105.

[3] VIOME is a building material factory, a subsidiary of Filkeram & Johnson,
which  has  been  taken  over  by  its  workers  after  its  bankruptcy  and
abandonment by its owners. For more information cf. http://www.viome.org/.

[4]  For  more  about  the  issue  of  fascism/antifascism  in  Greece,  see  our
forthcoming text “Antifascism vs fascism: the first time as tragedy, the second
time as farce”.

[5] John Milios, Marxism as conflict of currents, Athens, 1996.

[6]  John Milios,  The critique of  political  economy as a  critique of  the  Left,
Theseis #101, 2007. This interpretation of Marx’s theory is based on Michael
Heinrich’s work and the Neue Marx-Lektüre school of thought but we can’t go
into details here.

[7] The quote is from Paul Mattick,  Karl Kautsky: From Marx to Hitler, Living
Marxism, vol.4, #7, 1939.



inability  to  imagine  that  a  Marxist  theory  should  be  supplemented  by  an
adequate Marxist  practice.  So,  his  understanding “that  for  Marx,  value is  a
strictly  historical  category;  that  neither  before nor  after  capitalism did  there
exist or could there exist a value production which differed only in form from
that of capitalism” was totally useless.[7]

With the academicization and professionalization of Marxist theory in the last
decades  things  have  become  even  worse.  In  public  political  meetings,
conferences,  reading  groups,  summercamps,  demos  etc.  one  constantly
comes  upon  hundreds  of  leftist  PhD students,  researchers,  journalists  etc.
Most of the times one finds oneself wondering whether it is a genuine interest
in anti-capitalist politics that brought them there or if this involvement is just a
necessary  step  towards  a  profession  guaranteed  by  the  capitalist  state,  a
capitalist enterprise or a reformist party.

On the 25th of January of 2015, for the first time in Greek history, a left-wing
party,  SYRIZA,  won  the  general  election  with  a  majority  of  36.34%,  8.5
percentage points above Nea Dimokratia (“New Democracy”), the traditional
right-wing  party  and  the  main  force  of  the  departing  government  coalition.
However, SYRIZA didn’t win an absolute majority since it gained 149 seats in
parliament (a minimum of 151 seats is needed to win a vote of confidence). In
consequence, they formed a coalition with “Anexartitoi Ellines” (“Independent
Greeks”),  a  right-wing nationalist  populist  party  which gained 4.75% of  the
votes and 13 seats in parliament. Such a collaboration became possible due to
the  firm  opposition  of  “Anexartitoi  Ellines”  to  the  memoranda  austerity
programs in  the previous years  despite  the great  differences in  issues like
immigration and foreign policy between the two parties.

The working class and the petty bourgeoisie vote for SYRIZA was a revenge
vote  against  a  right-wing government  whose harsh austerity  programs had
disastrous  effects  on  their  lives  and  had  pushed  them  to  depression  and
suicidal tendencies. It was a vote against the politics of fear that had promoted
not  only  police  repression of  struggles  but  also  numerous daily,  small  and
depressing “civil wars” among the workers. It was a vote against the constant
and  monotonous  propaganda  of  “there-is-no-alternative”  dogmas.  Nothing
illustrates the popularity of SYRIZA’s alternative political program better than
this  example:  inside  the  Amygdaleza  concentration  camp,  the  “illegal”
immigrants who had revolted against their incarceration in the summer of 2013
and who are not eligible to vote were rhythmically chanting “Tsipras-Tsipras” in
the face of their wardens on the night of January 25.

As we will show in greater detail in the remainder of this text, SYRIZA’s main
positions are a) the write-off of the biggest part of the Greek government
debt as well  as other debt relief  measures and b)  the abolition of  the
memoranda austerity (i.e. capital devaluation)  programs. It is interesting to
note  that  only  recently  SYRIZA  cadres  have  expressed  optimistic  views
concerning the acceptance of their positions and proposals by the creditors,
i.e. the rest of the EU member-states, the European Central Bank (ECB) and
the IMF. It  is possible that this optimism is connected with the fact that the
ongoing deflation and stagnation within the European Union, in connection with
the recent oil price slash, has led to the launching of a very large “quantitative
easing” (QE) bond-buying program by the ECB, amounting to 1 trillion euros,
to  provide  demand  stimulus  to  the  European  economies.  This  recently
announced QE strategy signals a policy of inflationary devaluation of money
capital within EU as a whole, by means of the euro-currency depreciation that
might prevent the imposition of new harsh austerity measures to specific EU-
member countries or the tightening up of budget deficits, even though this shift
does not mean that good ol’ fiscal terrorism will  be abandoned as a tool to
attack proletarians in EU.

Furthermore, a few European government officials have expressed support for
or  sympathy with the positions of  SYRIZA,  such as the finance minister  of












